THE  BAPTISMAL  REGISTER  OF  THE 
Rev.  JOHN  McMillan 


The  Rev.  W.  McMillan,  Ph.D.,  D.D. 

Preserved  in  the  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  is  a small  book  bound  in 
limp  vellum.  It  measures  about  7I  inches  in  length  by  about  6 inches  in 
breadth  and  is  scarcely  an  inch  thick.  It  is  thus  of  a size  to  be  carried 
in  one  of  the  large  pockets  which  were  a feature  of  male  attire  in  the  i8th 
century.  The  book  is  the  Register  of  the  Baptisms  (and  Marriages)  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  John  McMillan  among  the  United  Societies  from  1706 
to  1751.  McMillan  belonged  to  a covenanting  family  (there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  his  father  was  killed  at  Bothwell  Brig).  He  himself  threw  in 
his  lot  with  the  National  Church  after  the  Revolution  and  was  ordained 
at  Balmaghie  in  1701.  His  relations  with  his  co-presbyters  became 
strained,  and  he  was  eventually  deposed  from  the  ministry  in  1704.  He 
presented  a petition  to  the  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly  seeking 
restoration  the  following  year,  but  that  body  refused  to  repone  him. 
In  spite  of  this,  McMillan  continued  to  minister  to  the  people  of  Balmaghie 
and  he  was  so  supported  by  them  that  the  Presbytery  could  not  get  a 
successor  ordained  and  inducted  to  the  parish  until  1710.  Even  then  it 
was  years  before  the  new  minister,  William  McKie,  could  get  possession 
of  the  church  and  manse.  In  1706  McMillan  was  called  to  be  pastor  of 
the  United  Societies,  after  considerable  negotiations  had  taken  place 
between  him  and  them. 

He  preached  to  them  for  the  first  time  at  Crawfordjohn  on  December 
2nd,  1706,  and  on  the  same  day  baptized  nine  children,  from  six  families 
residing  in  six  different  parishes.  He  did  not  however  leave  Balmaghie 
until  1727,  though  before  that  time  a working  arrangement  had  been 
come  to  with  McKie,  whereby  the  latter  had  the  use  of  the  church  when 
McMillan  was  away  elsewhere  ; a thing  which  seems  to  have  happened 
often.  He  lived  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  thereafter  at  Braehead  in 
Dalserf  and  died  at  Brownhill  in  Bothwell  on  ist  Dec.  (20th  Nov.,  O.S.), 
1753.  He  was  buried  in  Dalserf  Churchyard,  where  in  1839  a handsome 
monument  was  erected  over  his  grave. 

Turning  now  to  the  Register  we  find  that  it  falls  into  three  sections. 
There  is  (i)  an  introduction  in  which  certain  rules  are  given  with  regard 
to  the  ministration  of  Baptisms  and  Marriages.  Then  (2)  come  the  actual 


18 


The  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Rev.  John  McMillan  19 

entries  regarding  these,  and  with  the  entries  are  a number  of  others 
relating  to  discipline  cases.  (3)  The  last  section  deals  with  the  “ distribu- 
tion of  the  collection  to  the  poor.”  The  introduction  states  that  nothing 
had  been  left  in  record  (so  far  as  was  known)  by  the  godly  and  faithful 
ministers  such  as  ” Messrs.  D.C.  ; R.  C.  ; J.  R.  ; D.  H.” — initials  stand- 
ing for  Donald  Cargill,  Richard  Cameron,  James  Renwick  and  David 
Houston — though  the  last  was  repudiated  by  the  Societies.  Then  it  goes 
on  to  state  that  it  had  been  ordered  that  “ there  be  a Session  Book  and 
all  things  pertaining  to  a Session  be  therein  insert.” 

As  to  Baptisms  it  was  " ordained  that  all  children  who  are  baptized 
that  their  names  be  insert  in  the  said  Session  Book  together  with  the  day 
(probabl}"  date  of  Baptism  is  meant),  place  and  their  age,  and  the  parents 
to  whom  they  belong  and  the  parish  quher  they  live.”  When  both  parents 
were  ‘‘in  fellowship  and  no  just  exceptions  against  the  father  that  he 
present  his  own  child.”  When  only  one  parent  was  in  fellowship  (evidently 
the  mother  is  meant)  that  person  is  to  ‘‘  take  on  the  tyes.”  When  either 
or  both  parents  were  of  ‘‘  one  judgement  as  to  the  testimony,  that  if  for 
some  fault  or  other  they  be  laid  aside  ” then  they  are  to  be  dealt  with 
before  ‘‘they  have  the  privilege  of  Baptizme.”  When  ‘‘neither  of  the 
parents  has  been  in  fellowship  and  yet  desirous  of  baptizm  for  their  child 
or  children  ” they  were  to  have  ‘‘  testymonialls  ” as  to  how  ‘‘  they  stand 
in  judgement  and  practise  as  to  the  present  testimony.”  Paragraph  3 of 
the  introduction  deals  with  marriages  and  Paragraph  4 with  collections 
for  the  poor. 

The  number  of  ‘‘  hands  of  write  ” in  the  Register  shows  that  more 
than  one  person  must  have  had  charge  of  it  and  there  is  ample  evidence 
to  show  that  some  baptisms  have  been  omitted  and  that  some  others 
have  not  been  properly  entered.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  that  some 
baptisms  have  been  recorded  twice.  At  Greenwood,  on  April  20th,  1737, 
there  were  six  baptisms,  but  the  parishes  to  which  three  of  the  children 
belonged  are  not  given,  blanks  being  left  in  the  Register.  The  scribe 
excuses  himself  with  the  words.  Me  absente.  Indeed  we  find  quite  a number 
of  similar  Latin  quotations  in  the  Register,  as  if  the  scribe  was  proud  of 
his  knowledge  of  the  ancient  tongue.  On  26th  December,  1706,  McMillan 
baptized  five  children  in  ‘‘  Kinnocher  ” and  eodem  die  six  in  St.  Andrews, 
and  of  the  last  six,  the  names  of  three  have  been  omitted  though  they 
were  all  ‘‘  David  Mathison's  children.”  On  January  19th,  1707,  five 
couples  were  married  by  McMillan  at  Burn  of  Tinwald,  and  the  next 
entry  in  the  Register  reads  thus:  ‘‘At  (blank),  January  13th,  1707, 
were  married  ab  eodem  ” other  two  couples.  In  the  same  district  if  not 
at  the  same  place  on  February  3,  1708,  a girl  was  “ baptized  by  the  said 
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Mr.  McMillan,”  and  two  days  later  four  children  were  baptized  ab  eodem 
and  four  couples  married  eodem  die.  Two  years  later  we  find  a Cummertrees 
boy  was  christened  ab  eodem  ministro  Evangelii.  Probably  even  more 
interesting  is  a note  in  the  midst  of  an  entry  relating  to  a number  of 
baptisms  at  Hartbush  we  find  the  following  after  the  name  of  a parent 
William  Brand,  an  alius  an  idem  nescio.  A little  earlier  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing words  attached  to  an  entry  relating  to  a marriage  at  Crawford]  ohn, 
Ni  fallor.  This  phrase  might  well  have  caused  some  trouble  in  future 
days,  if  the  parties  had  desired  proof  of  their  marriage. 

There  are  three  local  Registers  which  at  one  time  or  another  have 
been  transferred  to  the  official  one.  Then  there  are  a number  of  entries 
which  appear  to  have  been  ‘‘  lifted  ” from  Family  Bibles.  A section  is 
entirely  devoted  to  entries  of  marriages  which  took  place  between  1735 
and  1744. 

The  first  of  these  district  Registers  follows  an  entry  dated  1712  and 
is  headed,  ” List  of  children  that  came  from  Tinwald  baptized  there.” 
The  first  entry  is  apparently  of  date  January  8th,  1710,  and  the  last  (so 
far  as  I can  make  out)  is  dated  April  ist,  1716.  This  list  contains  the 
names  of  about  80  children,  most  of  them  born  in  or  about  Tinwald, 
though  one  had  been  brought  from  Crawford  and  one  from  Dalmellington. 
Quite  a number  of  the  baptisms  were  performed  outside  Tinwald  including 
two  at  ” Eglefechan  ” and  at  least  ten  at  Nauchleshang  in  Closeburn. 
Not  a single  baptism  has  been  entered  in  1714  ; but  in  another  part  of 
the  Register  we  find  that  a child  from  Durrisdeer  in  Nithsdale  was  bap- 
tized at  Crawford]  ohn  on  February  28th  in  that  year.  In  this  list  we  find 
the  only  undoubted  case  of  the  baptism  of  a child  born  out  of  wedlock, 
” Katherine  Mundel  had  a son  baptiz’d  named  James  Carruthers  sup- 
posed son  to  James  Caruthers  chyrurgeon,  Herbert  Wales  sponsor.”  The 
sponsor  had  been  one  of  four  south  country  Cameronians  imprisoned  for 
their  share  in  promulgating  the  Sanquhar  Declaration  of  1692.  These 
men  were  put  in  the  Canongate  Tolbooth,  Edinburgh,  but  ” Some  sup- 
plicating for  them  to  the  Council  ” got  them  liberated.  They  were  not 
too  pleased  about  this,  and  before  they  left  their  prison  they  made  a 
solemn  protest  to  the  effect  that  their  acceptance  of  liberty  did  not  in 
any  way  imply  that  they  considered  the  Council  their  ” lawful  rulers.” 

The  second  list  is  a much  shorter  one  and  is  headed  ‘ ‘ Persons  marryed 
by  Mr.  John  McMillan  minister  of  the  Gospel  withing  the  Correspondence 
of  Midlothian  and  Twadel  ” (Tweeddale).  Four  marriages  are  entered, 
the  first  being  that  of  ” Mr.  Jo  McMains  and  Anne  Floyd  in  Edinburgh.” 
The  bridegroom  was  evidently  a university  graduate,  and  either  he  or  a 
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person  of  the  same  name  was  the  author  of  a covenanting  work  entitled 
Earnest  Contendings  published  in  1723.  These  entries  of  marriages  are 
followed  by  several  relating  to  baptisms.  The  first  of  them  reads  : 
“ Children  baptized  ibidem,  Two  to  Mr.  Jo  McNeil  preacher.”  “Ibidem” 
is  probably  “ Munday  the  7 of  September  1713  ” when  the  last  of  the 
four  marriages  took  place.  John  McNeil  was  for  many  years  assistant  to 
McMillan,  although  he  was  the  older  man  of  the  two.  He  had  been  a 
Probationer  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  having  been  licensed  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Penpont  in  1699.  McMillan  had  married  McNeil  to  Beatrix 
Umpherston  at  Pentland  in  1708,  and  three  years  later  baptized  their 
son  William  at  the  same  place,  both  intimations  being  found  in  one 
entry  in  the  Register.  The  Umpherstons  were  prominent  people  among 
the  Cameronians  and  Charles  Umpherston,  whose  marriage  is  entered  in 
this  little  list,  was  for  years  an  unofficial  assistant  to  McMillan.  He  had 
gone  abroad  in  1699  to  study  for  the  ministry,  but  was  never  ordained. 
He  became  a surgeon  in  Pentland,  and  it  is  to  a work  of  his  bearing  the 
title.  Observations  on  a Wolf  in  a Sheepskin,  that  we  owe  the  history  of 
McMillan’s  last  days.  “ Helene  daughter  to  Mr.  Charles  Umpherston  in 
Pentland  ” is  one  of  the  baptisms  entered  in  this  list,  but  neither  the 
date  of  baptism  nor  the  age  of  the  child  is  entered.  Even  fewer  particu- 
lars are  given  of  the  children  of  another  of  the  family,  “James  Umpherston 
had  some  baptized.”  The  last  entry  in  the  list  is  ; “ Janet  daughter  to 
James  Brigton  baptized  at  the  Boarstone  1712.”  Would  the  “hoarstone” 
be  that  at  Bannockburn,  or  that  which  formerly  lay  on  the  Burgh  Moor 
of  Edinburgh.  The  context  suggests  the  latter,  and  though  Sir  Walter 
Scott  in  his  notes  to  Marmion  refers  to  it  as  the  “ Hare  Stone,”  there  are 
others  who  call  it  the  “ Borestone.” 

The  third  and  largest  list  is  that  entitled,  “ An  Account  of  Persons 
married  and  children  baptized  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  McMillan 
within  the  Correspondence  of  Nithsdale  from  the  year  1707  to  1735.” 
It  covers  the  ground  already  overtaken  by  the  first  list,  though  it  is 
fuller  in  some  respects  and  not  so  full  in  others.  Names  of  some  children 
baptized  between  1710  and  1716  will  be  found  in  both  lists,  but  a con- 
siderable number  are  found  in  one  only.  There  are  two  paragraphs 
inserted  in  this  third  list  which  show  that  it  is  not  so  complete  as  it  might 
have  been.  After  an  entry  relating  to  four  baptisms  at  Barnmoor  in 
Closeburn  in  February  1717  the  following  is  found:  “The  names  of 
several  children  baptized  about  this  time  at  Hartbush  and  Wolistone  are 
insert  already  by  Mr.  Hugh  Clark,  so  it  is  superfluous  to  set  them  down 
again.”  Mr.  Hugh  Clark  (the  Mr.  may  indicate  that  he  was  a University 
graduate)  was  for  some  time  Clerk  to  the  General  Meeting.  He  appears 
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to  have  inserted  the  missing  names  elsewhere,  for  in  another  part  of  the 
(general)  Register  we  find  the  names  of  twelve  children  christened  at 
Hartbush  in  1718  and  five  christened  at  Wallacetown  in  the  same  year. 
Even  then,  however,  it  may  be  taken  that  some  baptisms  have  not  been 
inserted  for  there  are  no  new  entries  until  June  5,  1720.  On  June  30th, 
1729,  there  were  no  less  than  sixteen  baptisms  at  Hartbush.  The  names 
of  those  baptized  are  given,  and  the  entry  closes  with  the  words,  " other 
three  children  are  mentioned,  but  their  names  are  not  insert,”  and  no 
reason  is  given  why  this  should  be. 

Four  years  later  we  find  the  following,  “ The  children’s  names  bap- 
tized summer  1733  by  Mr.  McMillan  are  not  here  insert,  Mr.  Marshall 
being  with  him  got  the  account.”  Mr.  Marshall  was  a leading  figure 
among  the  Cameronians  and  seems  to  have  acted  as  an  additional  assistant 
to  McMillan.  He  was  the  first  person  to  be  ordained  to  the  Ministry 
among  the  “ Remnant,”  after  the  formation  of  the  Reformed  Presbytery 
in  1743.  If  he  got  the  particulars,  he  did  not  insert  them,  and  the  same 
thing  seems  to  have  happened  the  following  year  for  there  are  no  entries 
relating  to  1734.  Even  more  remarkable  is  the  fact  that  the  entry  before 
the  Nithsdale  list  is  dated  February,  1729,  and  the  one  which  immediately 
follows  is  dated  November,  1735,  which  means  that  for  fully  six  years 
the  only  baptisms  and  marriages  registered  were  those  in  Nithsdale,  At 
Hartbush  (in  Nithsdale)  on  June  15th,  1735,  six  children  were  christened 
and  that  “ multiple  ” christening  is  the  last  that  took  place  in  that 
district  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  Register. 

In  addition  to  these  separate  lists  there  are  a number  of  others  which 
appear  to  have  been  copied  from  the  Family  Bibles  of  the  members. 
Thus  following  entries  relating  to  1721  we  have  under  the  heading, 
” Children  baptized  to  Robert  Sands  in  Lieth  ” (sic)  the  names  of  seven 
children,  the  eldest  born  in  1705,  the  youngest  eighteen  years  later.  The 
first  was  baptized  in  the  “summer  1709”  and  the  last  in  September, 
1723;  and  as  the  Register  informs  us  they  were  “All  baptised  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  McMillan.”  This  is  immediately  followed  by  the  list  of  “James 
Hasty  and  Shusan  Waddel  their  children  ” who  numbered  four,  the 
first  being  baptized  on  December  26th,  1729,  and  the  last  two  (twins) 
on  November  28th,  1732.  John  Grieve  in  Eskdale  had  eleven  children 
baptized  between  1711  and  1734,  but  the  whole  family  are  registered 
together.  The  next  entry  is  headed  thus:  ‘ ‘William  Grieve  and  Janet  Scott 
married  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  McMillan,  June  13  1715,  their  children  bap- 
tized by  the  same  Mr.  John  McMrUan.”  Then  follow  ten  names,  the  first 
that  of  a boy  baptized  in  1717,  and  the  last  that  of  a girl  baptized  in  1734, 
One  of  the  ten  it  may  be  said  was  only  three  days  old  when  he  was 
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christened  ; but  another  was  one  year  and  ten  months  old  when  she 
received  the  benefit  of  the  Sacrament.  Another  case  may  be  noted. 
James  Rankin  and  Martha  McNeil  “ were  married  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John 
McMillan  ” at  Crawfordjohn,  on  August  2nd,  1724.  They  evidently 
resided  at  Pentland,  for  three  children  were  christened  there  in  1725, 
1727  and  1731.  The  entries  relating  to  the  baptisms  come  immediately 
after  that  referring  to  the  marriage  of  the  parents. 

The  first  entry  in  the  Register  relates  to  the  baptism  of  nine  children 
(from  six  families  in  six  parishes)  at  Crawfordjohn  on  December  " second 
day  1706,”  the  day  on  which  McMillan  began  his  ministry  among  the 
Societies.  The  eldest  child  was  a girl  aged  fifteen  who  came  from 
“ Borrowstuness,"  while  the  eldest  boy  aged  fourteen  came  from 
“ Cragie  ” (Craigie).  The  last  entry  in  this  first  list  is  a little  peculiar. 
(Child)  “ Of  Grizell  Johnstoun  in  the  paroch  of  Crafoord  December  3 
at  tuo  in  the  morning  : James  aged  i.”  One  might  think  that  the  baby 
was  christened  at  2 a.m.  ; but  that  may  have  been  the  hour  of  birth, 
which  had  taken  place  a year  before  on  December  3rd.  No  reason  is 
given  why  the  child  was  presented  by  the  mother  and  not  by  the  father. 
The  next  entry  related  to  the  baptisms  of  two  families  at  “ Morrison’s 
Haven,”  near  Prestonpans  on  December  23rd,  1706.  The  first  family 
were  “children  of  Alexander  Harlots,”  and  though  the  ages  are  given, 
only  the  name  of  the  first  is  recorded.  The  second  family  were  the  children 
of  William  Haals  of  Stobs  and,  while  again  their  ages  are  given,  not  one 
of  the  names  is  mentioned.  Regarding  these  entries  a curious  circumstance 
falls  to  be  noticed.  They  are  repeated  a year  later  with  some  alterations. 
Thus  the  name  of  the  first  father  is  Abel  and  not  Alexander,  and  the  date 
is  1707  instead  of  1706. 

About  a year  after  the  Register  began,  the  practice  was  started  of 
giving  the  date  of  birth  as  well  as  of  baptism,  but  there  are  exceptions. 
There  is  for  example  nothing  to  indicate  either  the  name,  age  or  sex  of 
jne  who  was  baptized,  probably  at  Edinburgh,  though  even  that  is  not 
certain,  and  who  is  entered  simply,  “ John  Tunnos  child.”  The  date  is 
30th  December,  but  the  year  is  indefinite. 

Even  less  information  is  given  regarding  what  might  be  called  a 
preaching  and  baptizing  tour  which  McMillan  undertook  in  1709.  It  is 
as  follows  : “ Eskdale,  December  5 and  6,  1709,  baptized  27.  Forrest, 
December  8,  baptized  4.  Tivot,  December  15 — 4.  East  Loth(ian), 
December  23 — 6.  Fyf,  December  26 — ii.  Edinburgh,  December  30 — i.” 
A total  of  fifty-two  baptisms  performed  in  less  than  a month.  This  was 
far  from  being  a record,  for  at  one  of  the  earliest  multiple  baptismal 
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services  held  by  McMillan,  he  baptized  about  fifty  children  on  a Sunday. 
This  was  at  “ Suyn  Know  ” in  the  parish  of  New  Monkland  on  January 
5th,  1707.  These  children  belonged  to  twenty-nine  families  and  were 
resident  in  sixteen  parishes.  Seven  families  came  from  Shotts,  seven  from 
New  Monkland  and  two  from  West  Monkland.  Two  were  resident  in 
Glasgow,  one  on  the  “ toun  ” and  one  in  the  “ Barony.”  Five  children 
came  from  North  of  the  Forth,  one  from  Logie,  Stirlingshire,  three  from 
Kincardine  and  one  from  Kilmadock.  Three  of  them  were  presented  by 
their  mothers,  no  reason  being  given  as  to  why  the  father  was  not  doing  so. 
The  oldest  person  baptized  was  from  the  Barony  of  Glasgow,  Janet 
Jackson,  aged  16  and  6 months.  The  youngest  presented  was  from  New 
Monkland,  Andrew  Hill,  whose  age  is  given  as  fifteen  days,  and  who  was 
baptized  along  with  his  brother  John,  aged  4.  In  two  cases  sponsors 
other  than  the  parents  are  named.  ‘‘  John  Russell  in  the  parish  of  Shotts” 
had  two  children  baptized,  Samuel  aged  4 and  ” Fetter  ” aged  2.  These 
were  presented  by  Thomas  Newlands  sponsor,  ” the  parent  grossly 
ignorant.”  In  the  other  case  (from  Both  well)  the  ''  parent  was  under 
scandal  not  absolved.”  One  parent  presented  four  children  whose  ages 
ranged  from  two  to  ten  years.  In  fourteen  cases  two  members  of  a family 
were  presented,  and  in  two  cases  three  members.  On  the  day  following 
this  service,  McMillan  held  another  at  *'  Carphin  Byars  in  the  paroch  of 
Bothwell,”  when  he  christened  fourteen  children,  the  oldest  being  nine 
years  and  the  youngest  fifteen  days.  These  were  drawn  from  five  different 
families  (three  from  Bothwell),  and  the  parents  (one  of  them  the  mother) 
had  each  more  than  one  child  to  present. 

The  following  week,  McMillan  had  what  was  probably  his  largest 
number  of  baptisms  in  the  South  of  Scotland,  when  at  Castell  Hill  of 
Tinwald  in  Nithsdale  he  baptized  thirty-eight  persons.  Two  of  these, 
aged  16  and  15,  '*  answered  for  themselves.”  In  the  case  of  the  younger, 
we  are  told  that  her  parents  were  dead.  Those  baptized  belonged  to 
fourteen  families.  The  greatest  number  belonging  to  one  family  was 
five,  these  being  the  children  of  *'  John  Blaak  in  Tinwald.”  John  Mundell 
in  Torthorwald  and  Luke  Frizell  in  Closeburn  each  presented  four,  while 
in  five  other  cases  three  children  each  were  presented.  In  addition  to 
those  who  answered  for  themselves  two  young  people,  aged  16  and  15, 
were  presented  by  their  fathers. 

The  entries  at  first  are  very  simple.  After  the  place  and  date  of  bap- 
tism, one  finds  the  parent's  name  (usually  the  father’s)  followed  by  that 
of  the  child,  whose  age  is  usually  given,  though  in  later  days  the  date  of 
birth  was  substituted.  Thus  the  first  entry  relating  to  the  multiple 
baptismal  service  at  *'  Suyn  Know  ” reads,  ‘‘  William  Robison  in  the 
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paroch  of  Bothwell,  children  Rebekah  aged  6,  William  aged  5.”  There 
are  cases  where  no  place  of  baptism  is  entered  : “ John  Donaldson,  in 
parish  of  Eskdalemuir,  had  a daughter  baptized  named  Mary.”  The 
date  is  given  as  March  loth,  1711,  but  Mary’s  age  is  not  recorded.  The 
ages  of  the  children  are  sometimes  given  in  years,  sometimes  in  months, 
weeks,  or  days,  and  in  at  least  two  cases  in  hours.  In  several  instances, 
the  age  was  reckoned  in  quarters.  At  Carphin  Byars,  on  January  26th, 
1709,  two  boys  were  christened,  the  age  of  each  being  given  as  ”3 
quarters.”  In  the  Nithsdale  list  one  finds  that  after  1711  the  name  of 
the  mother  was  usually  entered  as  well  as  that  of  the  father.  At  Tinwald, 
on  April  27th  in  that  year,  children  of  seven  families  were  christened 
and  in  four  cases  the  names  of  both  parents  are  inserted,  e.g.,  *'  Edward 
Beck  and  Margaret  Halliday  in  Tinwald  their  daughter  Janet,  age  i 
year.”  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  McMillan  had  married  this  couple 
at  Birkhill  on  January  4th,  1709.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  practice 
of  entering  both  names  was  not  followed  generally,  for  it  would  have 
added  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  Register.  Among  the  many  children 
baptized  at  Braehead,  where  in  latter  days  McMillan  conducted  most  of 
his  services,  I have  noticed  one  or  two  cases  where  the  names  of  both 
parents  are  given,  but  these  are  few  and  far  between.  There  are  however 
several  instances  where  both  names  are  given  for  other  reasons.  At 
Langside  Burn  (somewhere  on  the  Borders)  there  was  baptized  on  June 
19th,  1723,  " John  Rae  in  Eskdalemuir  a daughter  Helen  born  April  27, 
1723  ; his  wife  Helen  Donaldsone  holding  up  the  child.”  At  Braehead, 
on  25th  July,  1742,  there  was  christened  ” Mary  Love  widow  of  Alexander 
Gardener  in  Newport  Glasgow,  their  son  David  born  June  21,  1742.” 
In  another  case  where  the  father  was  dead  his  name  is  given,  but  not 
that  of  his  wife  : ‘‘At  Braehead  September  26  1736  being  Sabbath  after 
Sermon  . . . James  Patterson  in  Lasmehago  Parish  his  son  John  born 
May  12  1736,  his  widow  holding  up  and  engaging  for  the  child,  himself 
being  dead  the  summer  before.”  Perhaps  even  more  interesting  is  the 
entry,  ‘‘  At  Bartonshill  October  1720  baptized  to  . . . Margaret  Cummin, 
relick  to  John  Stonely  in  Kilbryde,  a son  James  5 quarters  of  year  old.” 
Only  in  one  instance  have  I noticed  the  prefix  ‘‘  Mrs.”  ‘‘  At  Crawfordjohn 
August  2 1724,  Baptized  to  Mrs.  Clark  in  Kilmadock,  Dorothy  born 
March  16  1724.” 

The  Register  is  chiefly  valuable  of  course  for  the  light  it  throws  on 
the  family  history  of  those  whose  names  are  recorded  therein  ; but  for 
the  Church  historian  it  is  of  value  for  the  light  it  throws  on  the  number 
of  those  who  adhered  to  strict  covenanting  ways  after  the  Revolution  ; 
as  well  as  about  the  districts  in  which  the  members  of  the  party  were 
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to  be  found.  Hutchison,  in  his  book,  The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
(page  126),  speaks  of  the  Cameronians  as  a “ community  of  many  hun- 
dreds, it  may  be  thousands  of  families  of  honest  God-fearing  people,  who 
felt  constrained  by  conscience  to  reject  the  services  of  the  Established 
Presbyterian  Church.  . . . For  sixteen  years  their  children  grew  up  un- 
baptized.” The  Rev.  James  Barr,  in  The  Scottish  Covenanters  (231), 
quotes  Gordon  of  Earlston  as  saying  that  the  members  of  the  Societies 
in  1683  numbered  7,000  men  exclusive  of  women  and  children,  and  that, 
at  Douglas  after  the  Revolution,  they  mustered  9,000  men.  If  the 
Register  is  to  be  believed  these  figures  can  only  be  accepted  with  con- 
siderable reserve.  Between  December,  1706,  and  December,  1709,  there 
were  264  persons  baptized,  and  these  belonged  to  about  140  different 
families.  The  exact  number  cannot  be  given  for  there  are  references  to 
the  baptisms  of  52  persons  whose  names  and  ages  have  not  been  given, 
but  who  have  been  allowed  for  in  the  calculations  made.  If  the  children 
of  ''  hundreds  perhaps  thousands  of  families  ” had  grown  up  without 
baptism  then  we  expect  to  find  proof  of  the  matter  in  the  Register. 
FuUy  fourteen  years  passed  between  the  re-formation  of  the  Societies  in 
1692  and  the  adherence  of  McMillan  in  1706.  (We  should  perhaps  count 
from  the  year  1690  when  Shields,  Lining  and  Boyd  were  received  into  the 
National  Church  and  the  remnant  left  without  a minister  in  Scotland.) 
In  any  case,  we  should  expect  to  find  that  McMillan  would  have  to  baptize 
a considerable  number  of  young  people  (apart  from  children)  in  the  first 
years  of  his  work  among  the  Cameronians.  This  was  far  from  being  the 
case.  The  number  of  persons  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  who  were 
baptized  in  the  three  years  mentioned  was  eighteen,  and  of  these  two 
only  answered  for  themselves.  Children  of  the  age  of  ten  and  over  (but 
less  than  fifteen)  came  from  36  families,  and  in  some  cases  were  not  the 
children  of  Cameronians  at  all.  It  will  be  seen  that  to  state  that  covenant- 
ing families  were  to  be  numbered  by  “hundreds  or  thousands”  is  to 
be  guilty  of  terminological  inexactitude. 

If  Mr.  Barr’s  figures  of  9,000  as  being  the  number  of  men  belonging 
to  the  Societies  at  the  Revolution  be  substantially  correct  then  there 
must  have  been  a terrible  falling  away.  In  1692  the  number  concerned 
in  the  publication  of  the  Declaration  at  Sanquhar  on  behalf  of  the  Societies 
only  amounted  to  “30  or  40  wyld  men  ” to  quote  a contemporary.  And 
in  August,  1715,  the  General  Meeting  of  the  Societies  came  to  the  following 
finding;  “Upon  the  occasion  of  the  longe  threatened  invasion,  Tis 
advised  that  whosoever  incline  to  rendezvouz,  to  do  it  in  such  a body 
as  may  amount  to  a Company,  or  do  it  privately  lest  they  expose  our 
meanness  to  our  enemies.” 
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The  number  baptized  by  McMillan  during  the  years  1710,  1711  and 
1712  was  about  114  or  38  per  annum.  If  the  same  proportion  of  births  to 
population  held  then  as  in  the  early  years  of  compulsory  Registration  in 
Scotland,  we  can  calculate  with  some  accuracy  the  numbers  of  the 
Cameronian  body.  For  years  after  Registration  was  introduced  the  birth 
rate  remained  fairly  steady  at  about  31  per  thousand.  Allowing  that  the 
same  proportion  held  good  in  the  early  years  of  i8th  century,  the  total 
number  of  people  ministered  to  by  McMillan  would  be  about  1,200.  It 
is  possible  that  the  death  rate  among  infants  was  greater  in  the  i8th 
century  than  in  the  19th,  especially  when  one  takes  into  account  the 
greater  age  at  which  Cameronian  children  were  brought  for  baptism, 
than  those  150  years  later.  McMillan,  as  we  have  seen,  often  baptized 
more  than  one  of  a family  of  different  ages  at  one  time,  but  in  the  three 
years  I have  chosen  this  happened  once  only. 

The  Marriage  Register  of  the  Cameronians  from  1735  to  1744  shows 
entries  for  75  marriages,  an  average  of  fully  eight  per  annum.  The  mar- 
riage rate  for  Scotland  was  for  long  about  seven  per  thousand  members 
of  the  population,  so  that,  if  every  person  married  by  McMillan  belonged 
to  the  Societies,  the  number  calculated  on  the  same  basis  would  again 
be  about  1,200.  The  rules  relating  to  marriage,  affixed  to  the  Register, 
show  that  it  was  fully  anticipated  that  persons  " not  in  fellowship  ” 
would  come  to  McMillan  for  the  tying  of  the  knot.  Then  as  now  there 
would  be  persons  who  desired  to  get  married  away  from  their  own  homes, 
so  that  other  people  would  not  know  of  the  event  until  it  was  past.  Going 
to  the  wandering  pastor  would  not  necessitate  the  calling  of  banns  in  the 
parish  church,  a point  desired  by  some  who  wished  their  nuptials  to  remain 
secret.  McMillan’s  service  would  to  some  extent  take  the  place  of  the 
" Gretna  Green  ” marriages  of  later  days.  There  must,  too,  one  would 
imagine,  be  cases  where  only  one  of  the  parties  was  a Cameronian,  and 
this  too  has  to  be  allowed  for  in  calculating  the  number  of  members  in 
the  Societies. 

We  know  that  not  all  that  McMillan  baptized  belonged  to  his  own 
flock,  and  in  all  likelihood  the  same  thing  applied  to  marriages.  It  was 
made  a charge  against  him  by  some  of  the  more  strict  among  his  followers 
that  he  baptized  the  children  of  people  who  did  not  adhere  to  the 
“ Testimony.”  We  may  quote  the  words  in  which  the  General  Correspon- 
dence dealt  with  the  matter  : ‘ ‘ It  being  given  from  several  Correspon- 
dences as  a grievance,  our  minister  his  admitting  of  persons  to  that  sealing 
ordinance  of  baptism,  who  are  not  of  our  communion  but  free  from  public 
scandal  that  can  be  laid  to  their  charge  save  that  of  paying  the  cess 
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and  who  have  no  clearness  to  hear  others  or  go  along  with  them,  the 
meeting  judged  that  none  are  to  have  that  privilege,  but  such  as  are  of 
our  communion.  Mr.  McMillan  not  agreeing  therewith  offers  to  send  in 
his  scruples  for  not  concurring  therewith  to  the  next  meeting.”  There 
is  little  doubt  that  despite  the  finding  of  the  General  Meeting,  McMillan 
continued  his  former  practice. 

Patrick  Walker,  who  it  must  be  remembered  did  not  like  McMillan 
and  his  followers  (in  which  he  resembled  Thomas  Boston  of  Ettrick), 
has  an  interesting  tale  to  tell  about  McMillan’s  practice.  “ I can  instruct 
time  and  persons,”  says  Patrick  [Postscript  to  Peden’s  Life),  “ where 
Mr.  McMillan  refused  baptism  to  an  honest  man’s  child,  asking  no  other 
question  but  ‘ If  he  paid  the  cess.’  He  said,  ' It  was  not  required  of  him.’ 
McMillan  said,  ‘ If  it  were  would  you  pay  it.’  He  answered,  ‘ He  would 
for  he  did  not  look  upon  the  paying  of  it  now  as  in  the  time  of  persecution.’ 
He  said,  ‘ He  would  administer  church  privileges  to  none  that  were  of 
that  judgment.’  ” From  this  it  is  evident  that  McMillan  was  known  to 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  baptizing  ” honest  men’s  ” children  who  were 
not  Cameronians  ; for  one  of  the  chief  props  of  their  platform  was  refusal 
to  pay  taxes  in  any  form.  It  may  be  noticed  that  according  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Meeting  there  must  have  been  other  cases  where  the 
paying  of  cess  did  not  hinder  McMillan  from  administering  church  privi- 
leges to  the  persons  who  did  so. 

At  the  multiple  baptismal  service  at  Tinwald  in  1707  of  the  persons 
who  presented  children  for  baptism,  twelve  were  in  fellowship  and  six 
were  not.  Allowing  that  this  proportion  was  more  or  less  general  through- 
out McMillan’s  ministry,  it  would  appear  that  the  number  of  Cameronians 
who  were  banded  together  in  the  Societies  would  be  about  eight  hundred. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  members  the  average  Cameronian 
family  contained  ; but  there  are  four  entries  in  the  Register  taken  from 
Family  Bibles  each  containing  the  records  of  the  baptisms  of  the  members 
of  one  family.  The  numbers  of  the  children  are  there  given  as  7,  4,  ii, 
and  10,  an  average  of  8.  To  this  average  there  falls  to  be  added  two  for 
the  parents,  so  that  judged  by  these  figures  the  number  of  families  adher- 
ing to  the  McMillanites  would  not  exceed  a hundred.  It  is  true  that  when 
the  Covenants  were  renewed  at  Auchensaugh  in  1712  the  numbers  present 
were  variously  estimated  as  being  from  1,000  to  1,700  ; but  in  all  likeli- 
hood there  were  many  there  who,  though  they  may  have  sympathised 
with  the  movement,  would  not  commit  themselves  to  fellowship  with  the 
party.  We  learn  from  Boston  of  Ettrick  that  in  his  district  there  were 
many  who  were  prepared  to  renew  the  Covenants,  but  who  were  not 
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McMillanites.  Among  the  Wodrow  MSS.  in  the  National  Library  there 
is  a letter  in  which  it  is  said  that  a crowd  of  over  a thousand  gathered  at 
Fenwick,  when  John  Hepburn  of  Urr  was  preaching.  The  writer  states 
that  many  of  them  had  come  out  of  curiosity,  " as  they  had  heard  that 
the  Covenants  were  to  be  renewed.”  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
such  people  were  confined  to  Fenwick. 

I have  pointed  out  that  not  all  McMillan’s  baptisms  were  from 
Cameronian  families,  but  it  is  only  right  to  point  out  that  in  all  likelihood 
not  all  his  baptisms  have  been  registered.  There  are  undoubtedly  omis- 
sions in  the  Register,  for  as  we  see,  for  some  whole  years  not  a single  entry 
has  been  made,  though  I have  been  unable  to  trace  any  omissions  in  the 
years  that  I have  taken  for  counting  purposes.  I also  know  of  one  family 
for  whom  two  baptisms  had  been  performed,  though  neither  was  regis- 
tered. There  was  long  preserved  in  the  parish  of  Sanquhar  the  Family 
Bible  of  William  Brown  in  Glenim,  a farm  formerly  in  the  now  suppressed 
parish  of  Kirkbride  whose  ancient  graveyard  has  given  rise  to  one  of  the 
finest  covenanting  poems  in  our  language.  In  the  Family  Bible  mentioned 
are  references  to  the  baptisms  of  Brown’s  two  daughters,  the  one  being 

baptized  on  the  7th , 1727,  and  the  other  on  May  25th,  1735,  both 

by  the  ” Right  Reverend  Mr.  John  McMillan.”  I have  seen  the  Bible 
with  the  entries,  which  I copied  owing  to  the  interesting  fact  that  the 
minister  was  given  the  title  of  " Right  Reverend,”  a title  more  often 
given  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  i8th  century  than  now.  The  Bible  I am 
afraid  is  now  lost. 

The  case  of  Robert  Goldie  might  be  referred  to.  Robert  made  a humble 
submission  to  his  brethren  of  the  Societies,  and  this  is  preserved  in  the 
Register.  There  he  states  that  he  does  this  that  he  may  have  the  benefit 
of  baptism  for  his  child.  Doubtless  his  child  was  christened,  but  its  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  records.  In  a list  which  is  marred  by  so  many 
duplications  it  is  not  unlikely  there  should  be  omissions.  Making  all 
allowances  I doubt  whether  we  can  put  the  number  of  Cameronians  who 
belonged  to  the  Societies  which  waited  upon  McMillan’s  ministry  as  being 
more  than  a thousand. 

That  number  does  not  include  the  members  of  the  separated  sects  of 
which  there  were  several,  each  claiming  to  be  the  true  covenanting  party. 
These  bodies,  Harlites  (also  called  the  Cotmoor  Folks),  Howdenites, 
Russelites,  Adamites  and  others,  were  all  rather  small.  A larger  body 
which  broke  off  after  McMillan’s  marriage  (by  a Church  of  Scotland 
minister)  was  led  by  William  Wilson,  a schoolmaster  in  Douglas.  It  was 
sometimes  termed  “ The  Active  Testimony  Bearers,”  and  was  large 
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enough  to  have  Correspondences  and  a General  Meeting  of  its  own.  Then 
there  was  another  party  which  broke  off  about  1715  of  which  the  leader 
was  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  probably  a native  of  Tinwald,  who  was  prominent 
in  the  Societies  after  the  Revolution.  Probably  the  children  of  the.se 
parties  were  allowed  to  grow  up  unbaptised,  except  perhaps  those  be- 
longing to  the  Harlites.  We  learn  from  Patrick  Walker  that  Andrew  and 
James  Harley  had  “ Usurped  the  office  of  the  ministry,  taking  upon  them 
at  their  own  hand  not  being  orderly  called,  to  preach,  marry  and  baptize 
which  all  sound  Presbyterians  abhore.”  William  Wilson  differed  from 
Patrick  in  many  ways,  but  his  words  regarding  the  Harlites  are  similar 
to  those  of  his  better  known  contemporary.  The  Hebronites  were  quite 
a different  body  from  the  Cameronians  and  probably  a larger  one.  Both 
claimed  to  be  contending  for  the  “ good  old  ways  ” ; but  the  one  party 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  other. 


